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was colonel. Old Blancheville undoubtedly had drawn the horoscope of the three sub-lieutenants correctly, for Gavoille became lieutenant-colonel, Demonts general of brigade, and I lieutenant-general.
When I came to Toulouse I exchanged the horse which I had bought in Spain for a beautiful Navarrese.   The prefect having got up some races on the occasion of some festivity or other, Gavoille, who was devoted to races, had entered my horse.    One day, when I was practising him on the training-ground, the circle being small, he got puzzled by the sharpness of the curve, and, galloping straightforward with the speed of an  arrow, he ran his  chest against the sharp angle of a garden wall, and fell stone-dead.    My comrades thought I was killed, or at least severely wounded; but, by a perfectly miraculous piece of luck, I had not the smallest scratch. When they picked me up, and I saw my poor horse lying motionless, I felt deep grief.    I returned, very melancholy, to my quarters, seeing  that  I   should  be forced  to  remount myself, and for that purpose to ask my mother, who was by no means  in  affluence, for some more money.    Count De-fermon, a minister  of state, and one of our trustees, had opposed the sale of our remaining property, because, foreseeing that  when   peace  came   land would  increase  in value, he thought, with reason, that we ought to hold on  to it and gradually reduce our debts by strict economy.    It was one of the greatest obligations that we owed to M. Defermon, who was one of my father's sincerest friends, and I have always retained a great reverence for his memory.
When my request for a new horse was brought before the trustees, General Bernadotte, who was one of them, burst out laughing, saying that it was an excellent trick, and the pretext very well chosen—in fact, giving them to understand that my request was what is nowadays called a c plant.' But, luckily, my request was backed up by a certificate from my colonel, and M. Defermon . added that he believed me incapable of trying to get money by a trick. He was quite right; for though I only had an allowance of 600 francs, while my pay was only 95 francs a month, with twelve francshere I was received with open arms byree to take part again in hostilities.
